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SUBJECT: QATARI ARMS SHIPMENT AT LONDON AIRPORT 

1 . BRITISH MEDIA HAVE STARTED REPORTING ON AN INCIDENT 
CONCERNING A SHIPMENT OE ARMS EOR QATAR TRANSITING LON- 
DON AIRPORT. ACCORDING TO DESK OEEICER EOR QATAR IN 
ECO, THIS SO EAR APPEARS TO BE A TEMPEST IN A TEAPOT. 

AS HE UNDERSTANDS THE STORY, ON JUNE 7 A CRATE MARKED 
"BOOKS" WAS DROPPED WHEN BEING UNLOADED EROM A PANAM 
PLIGHT AND BROKE OPEN, DISCLOSING THE PACT THAT THE CON- 
TENTS WERE SUB-MACHINE GUNS AND AMMUNITION, NOT "BOOKS". 
CRATE OR CRATES WERE MARKED AS BEING SENT BY EMBASSY OP 
QATAR IN WASHINGTON, D. C. AND ADDRESSED TO SHAIKH 
HAMAD AL-KHALIPA AL-THANI, COMMANDER IN CHIEP OP QATARI 
ARMY. THE LATTER HAS NOT CLAIMED THE SHIPMENT HERE. 

ECO NOTES THAT THIS SHIPMENT WOULD NOT NORMALLY HAVE 
ATTRACTED ATTENTION. HOWEVER, SINCE IT WAS BROUGHT TO 
THE ATTENTION OP THE BRITISH CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY, 

THE LATTER MUST CARRY OUT AN INVESTIGATION. WE WILL RE- 
QUEST COPY OP THE INVESTIGATION. 
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